Beheshta Ayouby: Deputy Director of the Center for the Protection of Women
Journalists Interviewer: Shogofa Siddiqui from Zan TV,

1. Did the Center for the Protection of Women Journalists have any programs
related to the peace process or not?

Q: Yes, the Center for the Protection of Women Journalists, for the first time,
1ssued a press statement expressing its concern about being silent and failing to
uphold the values of democracy, including guaranteeing freedom of the media,
freedom of expression, and guaranteeing the rights and security of peace. More
than 500 women journalists across Afghanistan signed the statement expressing
their concern about the peace process. They were concerned about women's
achievements and freedom of expression so that these achievements could not be
traded in the peace process. Over the past year, 2020, the Center also trained 10
workshops for nearly 200 reporters and five roundtables for more than 150 media
executives across Afghanistan on peace reporting, with the goal of educating the
media in Afghanistan in a specific way. Consider and, in accordance with their
competencies in promoting peace, prepare programs, reports and news that are a
message of peace and tranquility.

2- Did you have the support of the Afghan media family in this program or not?
Q: Yes, to continue the activities of the center, we had a one-day seminar for
women journalists (analysis and review of the situation of women journalists and
their position in the peace process) that about 50 media officials, civil and legal
activists and women journalists in Kabul Having and supporting.

3- Did the Center for the Protection of Women Journalists have any demands in
this Farah Khan?

Q: The Center for the Protection of Women Journalists called on the Government
of Afghanistan, the international community, and partner and partner countries,
especially the United States, to immediately cease fire. - Ensure the widespread
presence of journalists to cover the Doha conference Ensure the security and legal
safety of female journalists and protect freedom of expression and the media in
inter-Afghan negotiations - Providing exclusive interviews for female journalists.
To be considered The Center for the Protection of Women Journalists in
Afghanistan also called on media outlets to create a safe and healthy environment
for women journalists. And must include a qualified representative of the media
community, especially female journalists, in the composition of the negotiating
team.

4. How do you evaluate the dialogue process?

Q: So far, the peace talks have done nothing but harm to the people. Has there been
progress between the politicians and the delegations? But whether I am an ordinary
citizen or not, I do not see this as a process to deceive the people and the



international community, or to increase violence against civilians, targeting certain
groups such as journalists and women - this process and these conversations have
been of no use.

5- What will be the policy of US President Joe Biden and how effective will the
US decision be in bringing peace?

Q: The decision on Afghanistan should be made when he raises his foreign policy
towards Afghanistan. The previous period, even in the United States itself, was
recorded as the darkest period for itself.

6- Some in Afghanistan want an interim or participatory government. What is your
view on this and how much will the creation of an interim government change the
crisis?

Q: The fact that the Taliban are expressing new conditions every day for the
progress of the peace negotiation process, and without a ceasefire and reduction of
violence, naturally, they do not want to create a government in which it is in the
national interest. If they wanted to contribute to the progress of the country, it
would have been possible without war and the killing of sinners.

7- How worried are you about the future of women journalists, especially about
yourself as a woman who works for a female journalist?

Q: Although I am optimistic about the success of the peace and I support this
process, I also have concerns that the origin of the Taliban regime will be re-
established, women will not be allowed to work outside the home. As a female
journalist, this is also my concern. With the arrival of the Taliban and their
inclusion in the government, I cannot continue my media work, because if the
Taliban are still involved in the peace process and oppose the activities of women
outside the home, especially in relation to To women activists in the media.

8- What is your view of the Taliban? Has their view of the Afghan people of
women changed, or not?

Q: In my opinion, the Taliban and any other terrorist group are writing the scenario
of a war in Afghanistan and are conducting the negotiation process only for their
own passivity, and they want a government in which they do not want the people
of Afghanistan? Certainly a lasting peace had been thwarted.

9- As a final question, how much do you believe in real peace, despite the current
situation in Afghanistan?

Q: There will be real and social peace in Afghanistan when all sections of the
society, both men and women, are involved in the development of the country.

Thank you for your time.
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